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POLICY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
• City of Ann Arbor •  Ann Arbor Transportation Authority • Ann Arbor Township • City of Chelsea•  

Village of Dexter •  Dexter Township• Eastern Michigan University • Michigan Department of Transportation• 
• City of Milan •Northfield Township • Pittsfield Township • City of Saline • Scio Township •  

•Southwest Washtenaw Council of Governments• Superior Township • University of Michigan • 
• Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners • Washtenaw County Road Commission• City of Ypsilanti  • Ypsilanti Township • 

• Ex Officio: Federal Highway Administration • Southeast Michigan Council of Governments • 
 

An Intermunicipality Committee organized under Act 200 of Public Acts of Michigan (1957)  
representing Washtenaw County 

Resolution of Support for Exploring an Ann Arbor MPO 
 
 
Whereas,  the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS) is a transportation planning agency 

responsible for the planning and allocation of federal funds for transportation in the Ann 
Arbor Urbanized Area primarily in Washtenaw County and with membership from 
seventeen of the twenty-eight units of government, two universities, and two transportation 
agencies; and  

 
Whereas,  WATS has had separate staff since the 1970’s and received designated funding and been 

eligible to be a separate metropolitan planning organization (MPO) since 1980; and 
 
Whereas,  WATS is a transportation management area (TMA) for the federal transportation planning 

process and is required to fulfill the same requirements as an MPO; and 
 
Whereas,  being a separate MPO will eliminate the duplicate transportation planning process and 

reduce the approval period for the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) from five 
to two months and reduce the Long Range Plan from seven to four months; and  

 
Whereas,  WATS Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) will be prepared and approved in less 

time; and  
 
Whereas,  WATS planning funding reimbursement time will be reduced from 6-9 months to two 

months; and  
 
Whereas,  WATS becoming a separate MPO will save both WATS and SEMCOG staff time that is 

currently spent coordinating the duplicate process as WATS improvements account for 20 
percent of the SEMCOG TIP and 30 percent of the SEMCOG long range plan; and  

 
Whereas,  WATS will be able to incorporate all bridge, safety, CMAQ, enhancement and transit 

projects into its long range plan; and  
 
Whereas,  WATS will be able to incorporate enhancement funded projects into the TIP as soon as the 

conditional approval is provided by MDOT; and  
 



 

 

Whereas,  WATS could align its fiscal year with the State and Federal fiscal year to eliminate the need 
to carry additional funding for the three month period from July 1 to October 1; and  

 
Whereas,  WATS already maintains a travel model that allows it to complete the necessary analysis for 

the development of the long range plan and air quality analysis if necessary; and  
 
Now therefore be it resolved, the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study Policy Committee supports the 

forming of an MPO exploration committee and directs staff to support the committee as it 
would have value to WATS and its members.   

 

 
 
Adopted on June 15, 2011    ____________________________________ 

Jim Carson, Councilperson, Dexter Village 
Chair, Washtenaw Area Transportation 

Study  Policy Committee 
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