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COMPLETE STREETS STEERING COMMITTEE
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1.

Call to Order/Introductions

Chair Buck called the meeting to order at 10:31 am and asked those present to introduce
themselves.

Mr. Buck apologized to the committee about confusion over the start time of the meeting.

Changes/Approval of Agenda

Ms. Linfield made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Cooper supported and the
committee approved the agenda.

Public Participation

Mr. Buck asked if anyone from the public wished to address the committee. No one from the
public addressed the committee and public participation time was closed.

Approval of Minutes

Mr. Arscott made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 12, 2011 meeting. Ms. Hedberg
supported the motion.

Mr. Deck pointed out a typo on page 2 and stated that the acronym for the Washtenaw Biking and
Walking Coalition was incorrect.

Mr. Cooper stated that on page 4 his comment should use the word “preferred” instead of
“dominant”.

The committee approved the minutes.
Complete Streets Training
Mr. Sapkiewicz outlined the “Train the Trainer” training Ms. Blackmore and he attended.

Needs and Treatments

A. Definitions - Action

Mr. Buck reported that WATS staff developed draft definitions for “need” and “treatment”. He
stated that the definitions would help staff develop a working list of needs and identify qualifying
treatments.

The committee recommended several changes to the wording of the definitions.

Mr. Sloan asked if the definition of need should be expanded to include any issue that could be
addressed by a treatment.
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Mr. Buck stated that “needs” were issues defined by criteria or WATS policies such as the need for
a pedestrian facility on all federal aid eligible roads. He stated that many treatments would address
issues to improve travel but that not every issue should be defined as a need.

Mr. White made a motion to approve the definitions as recommended by the committee:

Need — An area where infrastructure for contextually appropriate travel modes is absent or
substandard.

Treatment — Any improvement that benefits travel, safety or functionality.
Mr. Sloan supported and the motion passed.

B. Criteria - Discussion

Mr. Buck reported that staff had drafted criteria for each mode to identify needs. Mr. Buck stated
that a draft of the criteria was at each place.

Mr. Buck stated that staff recommendations for each mode were separated into urban, urban
fringe and rural areas.

Mr. White asked how a small city or village outside the urbanized area would be classified. Mr.
Buck stated that those communities would most likely be treated as urban but that it depends on
the context and the desire of the local community.

Mr. Buck discussed the draft criteria for identifying bicyclist needs. Mr. Buck asked the committee
i shared use paths along roads without defined bicycle lanes in the urban fringe and rural areas
should be considered as contextually appropriate. Mr. Buck pointed out that while a shared use
path would satisfy the need in an urban fringe or rural area, that does not preclude the
recommendation of a striped bike lane on the roadway.

Mr. Sapkiewicz discussed the draft criteria for identifying pedestrian needs.

Mr. Cooper recommended removing the description of a sidewalk as a dedicated pedestrian use.

Mr. Deck commented that Boulder Colorado has adopted standards for applying non-motorized
improvements and offered a link to the Boulder report.

Mr. Ferrall discussed the draft criteria for identifying transit needs.

Mr. White stated that while he has used the term “lead walk™ an alternative name could be more
intuitive. Mr. White offered “stop pad” as a possible alternative.

Mr. White recommended adding fixed or flex route service to the urban fringe area.
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Mr. Charnetski stated that benches for bus stops may be needs for other reasons, such as
proximity to a senior center.

Mr. Bombery discussed the draft criteria for identifying auto and truck needs.

Mr. Cooper stated that references to AASHTO standards should be changed to AASHTO
guidelines.

Mr. Buck discussed the draft criteria for identifying intersection needs.

Mr. MacDonnell recommended adding coordinated traffic signals and ITS to the criteria for
intersection needs.

Mr. Buck stated that staff would bring back the criteria for approval at the April meeting.

7. Complete Streets Toolkit — Discussion

Mr. Buck discussed the toolkit facet of the Complete Streets Plan. Mr. Buck stated that the
Toolkit would be a full listing of complete streets treatments including more details on specific
treatments. Recommendations for where each treatment is best implemented based on
surrounding land use will also be included in the toolkit.

8. Adjournment

Mr. Buck thanked those in attendance for their participation and reaffirmed the start time of the
meetings as 10:30am.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:58am



