
BENEFITS OF ACCESS MANAGEMENT

To Improve Safety:

Å 68% of all non-limited access trunklinecrashes in 

Michigan between 1992 and 1994 were related to 

access movements 

Å Studies show that road segments with 20 access 

points/mile have about 40% more crashes than  

similar road segments with 10 access points/mile

Å Higher visibility, fewer non-motorized crossings 

To Promote Business Vitality:

Å Better traffic flow can attract development and act 

as a catalyst for economic growth

Å Less congestion achieved through access 

improvements can make it easier and more 

pleasant for customers to visit a business

Å Fewer driveways can increase areas for parking, 

landscaping, consolidated signage, or improved 

transit/non-motorized facilities

Project Goals:

Å Improve safety for autos, pedestrians, bicyclists, and 

transit

Å Improve access to transit and improve safety 

around stops

Å Reduce crashes

Å Improve traffic flow

Å Provide a framework  for  coordinated decisions

Å Adopt local ordinances that implement the plan 

recommendations and standards

To Protect Your Investment:

Å Using Access Management to get more capacity 

from our roads can cost up to 6 times less than 

road widening alternatives 

Å Increased capacity and improved flow can 

accommodate pedestrians and transit safely and 

efficiently

Washtenaw County 

Access Management Plan 

(W.C.A.M.P.)

INFORMATIONAL BROCHURE

Project Steering Committee Members:

ÅMichigan Department of Transportation (MDOT)

ÅWashtenaw County Road Commission (WCRC)

ÅWashtenaw County Planning and Environment

Å Cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti

Å Townships of Pittsfield and Ypsilanti 

ÅAnn Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA)

ÅWashtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS)

PROJECT STUDY AREA

The Michigan Department of Transportation

(MDOT) has teamed with the cities of Ann Arbor

and Ypsilanti and the townships of Ypsilanti and

Pittsfield to prepare an access management plan

along I-94 BR (Jackson Rd, Huron St.,

Washtenaw Ave), M-17 (Washtenaw Ave, Cross

St, Hamilton St Michigan Ave, Ecorse Rd), and

US-12 BR (Michigan Ave) ð see map for a

detailed path.

Access management is a set of techniques that:

Åimprove safety

Åpromote businessvitality

Åmaintaintraffic flow

Åenhancecorridor aesthetics

Åpreserveinvestment

These techniques focus on the number, location,

spacing, and design of driveways and

intersectionsalong the corridor.

The Plan serves as a guide and vision for

improved access in the future; hence, the

recommendations are applied over time, as

application opportunities arise. Each community

will adopt zoning ordinance amendments as part

of this project that will provide the regulatory tools

to implement changes when opportunities arise.

To Maintain Capacity & Traffic Flow:

Å Fewer and better spaced access points mean 

drivers donõt have to slow down as often for turning 

vehicles

To Enhance Corridor Aesthetics:

ÅMedians and fewer driveways provide opportunities 

for landscaping and provide refuge islands for 

pedestrians

Å Fewer driveways to cross make the corridor more 

inviting to bicyclists and pedestrians

PROJECT OVERVIEW



Intersection, Crosswalk & Signal 

Design: 

ÅSignal timing

ÅPedestrian signals

ÅPedestrian refuge islands

ÅIntersection ôbump-outsõ

ÅPavement markings & texture

ÅRoundabouts

Non-Motorized/Transit Design:

ÅInterconnected system of walks

ÅHigh-visibility of pedestrian 

facilities

ÅCoordinating transit stops with 

pedestrian crossings/facilities

ÅSafe, connected pathways

ÅAccess consolidation creates 

additional area for transit shelters

Driveway Placement/Design:

ÅRestricted turning movements 

(e.g right-in/right-out only, etc.)

ÅSpacing between driveways

ÅSpacing between driveway and 

intersection

ÅProper driveway radius

ÅProper driveway offsets (spacing 

from drives across the street)

ÅConsolidate two or more drives to 

reduce total number of drives

Roadway Design/Operations:

ÅIntersection improvements

ÅSignal technology

ÅInstall medians

ÅOn-street bike lanes

ÅLane reductions (ôroad dietõ)

ÅTraffic calming

ÅService/frontage roads

ÅRear access roads

IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN ACCESS MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES

Access Management Components: 

ÅAccess Management Plan

Policy document adopted by all communities 

with specific access 

recommendations/improvement concepts

ÅAccess Management Ordinance

Local community regulations with specific 

guidelines for design, implementation, and 

review of access decisions

How is the program implemented?

ÅPolicyChanges

Amend city and township Master Plans to

include provisions for access management,

amend applicable ordinances to include

special standards, maintain partnership by

continuing regular steering committee

meetings

Whenare concepts & standards applied?

ÅNew Development

Site design regulated by access standards in

ordinance and Access ManagementPlan

ÅRedevelopment/Re-use of Site(s)

Close/consolidate, redesign drives as sites

redevelopor change use

ÅRoadwayReconstructionProject

Coordinatedesign with access improvements

ÅSlow,IncrementalImplementationOverTime

The Plan serves as a guide and vision for
improved access in the future; hence, the
recommendations are applied over time, as
applicationopportunitiesarise

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

Contact Paul Lott at the 

Michigan Department of Transportation

lottp@michigan.gov or (517) 750-0405

ACCESS MANAGEMENT PROCESS


