Charter Township of Ypsilanti

Chapter6: Charter Township of
Ypsilanti

Introduction

About seven miles of the corridor ameYpsilantiTownship.
Washtenaw Avenu&om Golfside Drive to Hewitt Roagavést of

the City of Ypsilanti), Michigan Avenue from Ecorse Road east t¢
US-12, andEcorse Road from Michigan Avenue south and east tg
US-12are each within the township limitsVashtenaw and Ecorse
through thetownshiparealso designated-17, and the entire
route of Michigan Avenue through the Townshiplessignated
BusinesdJS-12 Pittsfield Township borders this corridor segmen
to the west, with the City of Ypsilanti segment is located in the | s
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Existing Conditions

Overviewof Land Use

M-17(Washtenaw Avenue) in the western part\gbsilanti
Townshiphas a mixture of new and old commercial strip L SRR
development, with primarily commercial land uses and a few  |§
connections to multiplefamily residential M-17 (Ecorse Road) in -
the eastern part of the township includes a wide variety of uses |
including single family, commercial, institutional, and industrial |
along its length, with most development dating back several

decades. BUS US£2 includes a more suburban style developme
pattern, with large setbacks and lot areas including some more
recent dezelopments; the land uses includangle family ,
residential, mobile home parks, commercial, and industrial uses, SReg

Roadway Conditions

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) along the corridor ranges f@f#800 |
along Washtenaw Avenue to 10,500 on Ecorse Read daa table

on thenext page andFigure 1.2. Volumes are generally in the
capacity offour to five lanes, with additionaledicated turn lanes
provided at several intersectiondostedspeed limits along the Above one example of a single

corridor range from 3MPH to55 MPHsee Figue 2.1). business with multiple (4)
closely spaced access points
along Michigan Avenue.
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Washtenaw County Access Management Plan

Access Conditions

The frequency of access points on tRncorridor varies across

2005iAverage Ballylralilc the three segments in Ypsilanti Township.

(ADT) alorg the Plan corridor )
in the Charter Township of A Washtenaw Avenuesegmenthas a high frequency of access

Y psilanti points along its entire length in the township, with an

Road ADT uncoordnated developmengpattern, multiple access points
Washtenaw: per property, and shallow, narrow commercial lotMany
Golfside Hewitt 27,800 opportunities exist in this segment where creascess and
Michigan: service drives could be provided relatively easily (parking
EcorseUS 12 16,400 areas close proximity, noggiificant grade change, properties
Ecorse: extending behind other businesses).

AIEIEET W L A Michigan Avenuesegment has a lower frequency of access
MausUS-12 10,500

points (especially on the eastern end) due in part to larger
parcels and a more exwrban pattern of commercial and
industrial cevelopment. However, many unnecessary and
poorly spaced access points still exist that should be closed,
consolidated, or redesigned as opportunities arise.

Source: WATS, MDOT

A Ecorse Roadsegmenthas a high frequency of access points
along its length, with older, urbartyde neighborhood
commercial development that typically includesfaccess
points for each business. Most of the businesses are located
I'T OAOU OEAITTx 1100 ji AT U xEOE
least one side of the property accessing a local/stdees.

Non-Motorized Conditions

Non-motorized facilitiesvary only slightly between the three

corridor segments in the township. All three segments have some
non-motorized facilities along one or both sides of the street, but

Aboveand below overall connectivity alonghe corridor is poor As new

opportunities exist along the AAGAT T PI AT O AT A OAAAOGAT T PI AT O 1T AAODC
corridor for simple connection | - requlations will require current gaps in the namtorized facilities

parking areas for sharedcess | ok to be filled in, to provide continuous access between

and potential consolidation of , :
: properties and also to transit stops.
driveways.

One critical link in the townshifs nonmotorized facilitiesis at the
west end of Ecorse Road, at the intersection area of Ecorse Road
and Ford Boulevard (which continues southeast as Laverne Street
and then Dorset Avenue across 413). This long nemotorized
connection between the neighborhoods on the northwest (along
Ecorse) and southeast (along Dorset) has somhefacilities in
place but is lacking key connections on either end to the local-non
motorized facilities on Ecorse and Dorsé&lomplexproperty
ownership and roaglrisdictionfurther complicates the efforts of
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Charter Township of Ypsilanti

the township to establish an alignment for the connections and
secure funding and partners for the project.

In addition, onenon-motorized overpasss currently in place on
EcorseRoadthat connecsinstitutional facilities on either side of
the road. The exit from the overpass on the north side of Ecorse
currently not directly connected to the nearest nonotorized
facility.

Transit Conditions

AATA offersmultiple routes on he corridor, withEastern Michigan |

University,and downtown Ypsilantibeingtwo majordestinations

for transit users AATA tansit service also connects to Willow Run

Airport on the east and various destinations in Pittsfield Township aApove:the lack of a connected

and the City of Anrbor to the west.

Conditions of Selefritersections

non-motorizedhetwork often
forces bicyclistanto the road.

A Washtenaw Avenue/Golfside Drive IntersectiorFivelane
Washtenaw Avenue intersects folaine Golfside Drive whose
alignment borders Pittsfield Township and Ypsilanti
Township. A center left turn tee is provided on all
approaches to this signalized intersectioB006 ADT east
and west of the intersection is 27,800 and 30,000

respectively, a relatively high traffic volume. A large number
of commercial developments in the area and the proximity of
the intersection between the cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti
contribute to the high traffic volumes.

Potential problems include commercial driveways that are
very close to the intersection. Also, long crosswalks leave
pedestrians exposed to traffic f@considerable distance. In
2006, the intersection had the second highest number of
crashes in thélanarea (56). The crashes consisted of 41.
percent rearend, 26.8 percent angle, and 7.1 percent
sideswipe crashes, suggesting that congestion as asthe
close proximity of driveways could be a major contributing
factor. There are also 5.4 percent hean and 14.3 percent
multiple vehicle crashe Above:everyday use/condition
of internal ciculation areas is
importantto safe, efficient
access between adjacent
parcels.

Ecorse Road/Ford Boulevard/UR? Intersection Fivelane
Ecorse Road, with a posted speed limit oin3ah, intersects
four-lane South Ford Boulevard, twlane Dorset Avenue,
and the on/off ramps for U32 to the east, forming a fivkeg
intersection. Dorset Avenue enters the intersection as a
horizontal curve at a skewed angle. There is an expanse of
open area to the northeast of the intersection. The Ecorse
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Washtenaw County Access Management Plan

9POEI AT OE 41 x|
segment is illustrated onay
Tiles1l4through B and 22
through 3Qwhichillustrate
specific recommendations for
access management including
how to improve the
relationship between
automobile access and ron
motorized and transit facilities
All the Map Tiles are located
after Chapter 7.

Road 2006 ADT is 10,500. Therasa relatively low number
of crashes (8) in 2006, five of which (62.5 percent) were rear
end crashesln addition, there is a critical gap in non
motorized facilifes to and through the intersection area to
areas east of Ford Boulevard\inter weather conditions
requiresnow being plowed on to and over the nomotorized
facilities, forcing pedestrians and bicyclisisto the road.

Recommendations

Recommendation®f Local Implementation

In concert with thiPlard O OAAT I 1 AT AAA AAOGAIT T bi Al
procedure,Ypsilanti Township staff has drafteeimendments toits
zoning ordinanceo strengthen its access management standards
for site plan revievas part of this project The ordinance will work
together with thisPlan using both the access standards &pldn
recommendations, to guide access decisions access along the
corridor and throughout theownship.

)T AAAEOEIT T OI
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will include this Planin whole or by reference iits MasterPlan to
solidify the basis for the ordinance aethphasize themportance

of theland usetransportation link.

Recommendations for Access, Notorized, and Transit

Map tiles14 through 16 ath 22through 30illustrate specific
recommendations for access managemeimcluding how to
improve the relationship between automobile access and-hon
motorized and transit facilities. As outlined in Chapter 3, these
recommendations are based on state anational research, a
thorough review of the existing conditions along the corridor, and
the extensive experience and expertise of fPlanteam with

access management implementation across the state.

Because the recommendations are based on the existingditions
at the time thisPlanwas developed, a significant change in
conditions on a site should prompt a thorough consideration of any
proposed project in the context of the policies, standards, and goals
of thisPlan Thetownship, WCRCMDOT, andnembers ofthe
Steering Committee will play an important role in reviewing
development proposals along this corridor to promote the most
efficient, and safe configuration of access.
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Charter Township of Ypsilanti

Intersection Concepts

Several intersections throughout the Plan area witentified by the Steering Committee as

having perceived problems with traffic congestion, crashes, and/ormatorized and transit

access. The following discussions of crash mitigation and intersection improvement concepts is
intended to simply identifypotential short and longterm fixes to existing problems. Many more
steps will be needed before any improvements will take place, including a more detailed study of
traffic movements and volumes, improvement impacts, and costs.

A Washtenaw Avenue/Golfsid®rive Intersection A number of measures could be considered at

this location. Closure or consolidation of some of the driveways near the intersection are needed to
reduce the number of conflicts, especially in the southwest quadrant. The southeadtaqnias

currently being considered for redevelopment and any plans should place access points away from
the intersection to the greatest extent possible. A review of the signal timing could provide some
degree of improvement in the progression of traffié\nother option that should be considered is

the installation of a roundabout at the intersection, which has a much greater potential to improve
traffic flow, and reduce both the number and severity of crashes. In addition, pedestrian facilities at
a raundabout would enhance safety by allowing motorists to deal with pedestrians in shorter

AOl OOxAl EO OAPAOAOAA mEOI i OAEEAI A opdveBEEA ET OE/
safety, connectivity and traffic progression, brought about by a roundaladuhis intersection, are
conditions that are also favorable to redevelopment efforts on adjacent properties.

Washtenaw County
Access Management Plan

Ecorse Road / Michigan Avenue
Realignment; Access Concept

The Road Improvements depicted are
conceptual and not geometrically correct
or accurate. The concept shown has the
potential to reduce congestion, improve
safety, and/or improve non-motorized
circulation.

Prior to determining what, if any, improvements
are needed, additional studies would be
needed that are significantly more detailed
and in-depth than the cumrent study.
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Map produced by DLZ Michigan, Inc.
for the Washtenaw County Access
Management Plan, October 2007
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Critical factors:
- Realignment of Ecorse Road
Realignment of Emenck Street access
- Cul-de-sac on north end of Center Street
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Washtenaw County Access Management Plan

A Ecorse Road/Ford Boulevard/UR Intersection The geometry of the intersection contains an
extremely skewed angle and curved approach. Wiibh a low number of crashes, it is difficult to
ascertain whether intersection geometry is a contributing factor, howeherseverecurvature
and angle on the approach warrants a closer examination to see if the intersection can be brought
into closer onformity with accepted standards. The most likely measure would be to realign the
legs of the intersection or install a modern roundabout at this location. A modern roundabout
may be a viable solution, considering the filg configuration. Additiondy, it may be possible
to purchase righiof-way from the expanse of vacant land to the northeast, if needed. Itis
recommended that peak hour turning movement counts be collected and analyzed to determine
if a roundabout would be feasiblén the short erm, priority should be given to connecting
nearby noamotorized facilities to and through the intersection areadwistingfacilities both
west and east of the area. In addition, the alignment of the facilities through the intersection
area should be mxamined to address the winter weather problems that prevent gefdestrian
and bicyclistrossing in the area.

A realigned geometry or a roundabout would not only bring the intersection into closer

conformity with accepted standards, but would also pise a more unified design element to

OEEO 1 ETE ET OEA AOAAGO OOAT OPT OOAOEIT1T OUOOAI 8
intersection to have more familiar, and less challenging characteristics, with an improved

connectivity withthe restof the system.
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