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Washtenaw County 2035 Long Range  
Transportation Plan Adopted!  

 

At the September 16 meeting, WATS Policy Committee adopted the 2035 Long Range Transpor-
tation Plan for Washtenaw County.  The 2035 Plan identifies transportation deficiencies including 
transit, non-motorized, pavement, bridge, congestion and safety.  Washtenaw County transporta-
tion agencies produced a fiscally constrained list of projects to maximize the current transportation 
network by addressing these deficiencies with funding available.  The 2035 Plan also benefits from 
significant public involvement. 
 

WATS will publish the 2035 Plan in a graphically enhanced version for distribution to transportation agencies, lo-
cal communities and libraries across the County.  To make accessing information in the plan easier, it will be sepa-
rated into three documents; 2035 Plan, Deficiencies and Appendices  The adopted plan will be available after   
November 15.  
 

The 2035 Plan includes 581 funded improvements and 843 unfunded improvements, including public recommen-
dations.  For more information or to view the 2035 Plan presentation visit  http://wats2035lrp.blogspot.com/  

Survey Shows Majority Support for WALLY 
 

The Ann Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA) announced August 26th that findings of a recent market study 
indicate broad community support for the proposed Washtenaw-Livingston Line (WALLY) commuter rail that 
would serve residents between Ann Arbor and Howell. 
 

The survey, conducted by Illium and Associates of Bellevue, WA, interviewed 100 Washtenaw County residents 
and 101 Livingston County residents within the service areas along the proposed WALLY commuter rail line to 
gauge the publicõs interest in this commuter rail service.  Although this appears to be a small survey, political polls 
typically call 300 homes to represent the entire state.   
 

According to the research report, 75 percent of Washtenaw County and 80 percent of Livingston County residents 
surveyed support the idea of a Washtenaw-Livingston county commuter rail service. Within Livingston County, 
the study found that 61 percent of respondents would be interested in using WALLY for their daily commute.  
òWe still have a lot of work ahead of us to make sure WALLY can move forward,ó said AATA CEO Michael 
Ford. òBut the findings in this survey are very encouraging.ó 
 

The survey also found that a majority of Livingston and Washtenaw county respondents believe that public transit 
services are important to the economy. Seventy-nine percent of Livingston county respondents and 92 percent of 
Washtenaw County respondents said that public transportation is important to the local economy.  òItõs clear that 
area residents can see the benefits of commuter rail and believe that WALLY would be an economic boost to the 
area,ó said Ford. òOur next steps will be to continue the planning process to ensure that WALLY is a viable north-
south transportation solution.ó  To view the full WALLY survey reports, please visit www.theride.org/wally.asp
            AATA Press Release 
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Bringing It All Together 
 

Peopleõs Express has begun operating a new express 
route from Whitmore Lake into Ann Arbor.  The Ser-
vice operates Monday - Friday from 6:30am to 
5:30pm and costs $1 each way (see schedule below). 
 
Once in Ann Arbor, the route will make three stops 
beginning at the Blake Transit Center and continuing 
to University of Michigan Hospital and the VA Hos-
pital before heading back to the M-36 park-and-ride 
lot.   
 

For more information on the new route and other 
services offered by Peopleõs Express, please visit 
www.peoplesexpressmi.org or call 877-214-6073. 
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Distracted Driving 
 

A growing number of crashes resulting from sending 
text messages while driving has resulted in US Secre-
tary of Transportation Ray LaHood calling for a sum-
mit of senior transportation officials, safety advocates, 
law enforcement representatives, members of Con-
gress and academics to study the problem.   
 

The Secretary has indicated that similar to encouraging 
seat belt use, a ban on texting while 
driving will not be enough to solve 
the problem.  Rather any forthcom-
ing law must be accompanied by an 
educational campaign and enforce-
ment. 

 

In addition to a ban on texting, Secretary LaHood ex-
pects to curtail a variety of activities that require driv-
ers to divert their attention away from driving.  Mr. 
LaHood used several incidents of fatal crashes involv-
ing distracted driving, including a 2008 train crash in 
which the train operator was texting at the time of the 
crash which killed 25 and injured 135.   
 

Further, a  recent study done by Virginia Tech Trans-
portation Institute on distracted driving among heavy 
truck operators found that the risk of a crash while 
texting is 23 times greater than driving without texting.  
Additionally, using a mobile phone or other electronic 
items increase the risk of a crash by 6 times for both 
cars and trucks.   
 

The summit, which is set to take place September 30 
and October 1, will also include participation from the 
wireless industry, consumer electronics groups, FTA, 
youth safety groups and others.   
 

For more information on the USDOT Distracted 
Driving Summit, pleas visit:    
www.rita.dot.gov/distracted_driving_summit 

Ever-Green Newsletter 
 

Summer has ended and the leaves are starting to change colors, but THE VEHI-
CLE will still be green!  Many subscribers have chosen the electronic version of 
THE VEHICLE which has helped WATS reduce environmental impacts as well 
as the cost of producing the newsletter.  To change your subscription from print 
to electronic, email Nick Sapkiewicz at sapkiewiczn@miwats.org with òGreen 
Newsletteró in the subject line. 

Depart Return 
  

US-23 at Lee Rd, Fieldcrest Parking Lot 

6:30am 5:00pm 

8:00am 6:15pm 

    
US-23 at M-36, Park-and Ride Lot 

6:45am 1:30pm 

8:15am 2:30pm 

9:30am 3:30pm 

10:30am 4:45pm 

11:30am 6:00pm 

12:30pm   

    
University Hospital/Blake Transit Center 

7:45am 1:00pm 

8:50am 2:00pm 

10:00am 3:00pm 

11:00am 4:00pm 

12:00pm 5:30pm 
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Michigan Seat Belt Use Highest in the Nation 
 

Michigan has been presented the Champion Award for achieving the 
highest seat belt use (97.2%) in the nation in 2008.  The extensive efforts 
made in encouraging seat belt use have not only resulted in the Stateõs 
highest recorded usage, but the lowest number of fatalities (980) since 
1925.  Shortly after receiving the award in May, the annual Click It or Ticket 
seat belt mobilization began with participation from more than 300 law 
enforcement agencies and a jump in seat belt use to 97.9%.  The special 
effort was coordinated by the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Plan-
ning using federal funds available for such traffic safety programs.  Com-
pared to last year, an additional 3,000 seat belt citations were written for a 
total of 11,727 and 51 more drunk drivers were arrested for a total of 164.      

Countywide Transit Survey 
 

Beginning in October, a survey to determine the acceptance of Countywide service and a dedicated funding 
source to support transportation will commence.  The survey will cover 1,100 homes across the County and will 
be conducted by phone.  This effort will build upon a similar survey conducted in 2006 regarding expanded tran-
sit service and identify the willingness to expand service geographically through the County.  A similar survey will 
be completed in Livingston County.      

Its Official 
Michael Ford New AATA CEO 

 

The Ann Arbor Transportation Au-
thority (AATA) has named Michael 
G. Ford as its new chief executive 
officer. Ford, who has more than 25 
years of experience in both public 
and private transportation, began 
work at AATA on Monday, July 20. 
 

Before starting his own consulting firm in 2008, Ford 
served as chief operating officer and assistant general 
manager of the San Joaquin Rapid Transit District in 
Stockton, California. 
 

Earlier, he served as executive advisor to the general 
manager and as director of transportation operations at 
Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation System 
(TriMet) in Portland, Oregon, and in several positions, 
including director of maintenance/operations at Com-
munity Transit in Everett, Washington. Previously, he 
held several management positions at Greyhound Lines 
in Spokane, Washington and has served as a board 
member of several non-profit organizations on the 
West Coast.    

AATA Press Release  

AATA Board Using Stimulus Money 
to Support Ypsilanti Bus Service 

 

At the September 23 AATA board meeting, the board 
voted to use $220,000 of federal stimulus money to 
keep a balanced budget while still providing service to 
Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township.  AATA received $6.4 
million in stimulus money, and is able to allocate 10% 
to operations projects.  Without this decision from the 
AATA board, the two municipalities would not be able 
to cover the full cost of bringing bus service to the Yp-
silanti area.  Additionally Ann Arbor would have diffi-
culty retaining Ypsilanti residents who rely on bus ser-
vice to get to jobs in Ann Arbor.     
 

There is no doubt that stimulus funding is only a tem-
porary solution while a more permanent fix is put into 
place.  One possible solution that has been discussed is  
dedicated Countywide transportation funding which 
would extend and secure the services currently relied 
upon, both in the Southeastern portion of the County 
as well as rural areas.    
 
With bus service essential to the Ann Arbor and Ypsi-
lanti areas economy, back up plans are being made that 
preserve $218,000 of next yearõs budget to cover the 
cost of bus service to the area.   



 The Ride Initiates Ann Arbor-Canton Commuter Service 
 

Ann Arbor Transportation Authority (AATA) launched its Canton Express route on  
August 24.  Canton Express is the second route in the A2Express network, a system 
of bus routes designed to serve commuters who live outside of the traditional AATA  
service area.   
 

Canton Express operates on weekdays, with two trips to Ann Arbor in the morning and two return trips to Can-
ton in the afternoon.  Free commuter parking will be available at Cantonõs Independence Park. 
 

In making the announcement, AATA Manager of Community Relations Mary Stasiak said, òThe demonstration 
of express routes such as A2Express will continue efforts to alleviate congestion and reduce parking demand in 
Ann Arbor.ó  Stasiak added that the A2Express routes are funded through a federal grant and customer fares, 
eliminating the need for state or local funding during the trial phase. 
 

The expanded A2Express network, which includes the existing Chelsea Express service, features numerous cus-
tomer-friendly elements.  Buses serve all major employment centers in central Ann Arbor, including the Univer-
sity of Michigan Medical Center and the downtown area.   
 

Full-fare passes, valid for 30 consecutive calendar days, are available for $125.  Many commuters, including Uni-
versity of Michigan employees and go!pass-enrolled downtown employees, qualify for a special rate of $62.50.  
Canton Express service was free to all customers during its first two weeks. 
 

For more information please visit www.a2express.org        
AATA Press Release                                               
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