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Obligation - the federal government’s legal 
commitment to pay or reimburse states or other 

entities for the project’s federal share of eligible costs.

Source: Michigan Department of Transportation
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Introduction

Introduction
The annual report for the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS) provides an overview of 
achievements for the 2015 calendar year (January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015).  In addition, this 
document showcases the annual listing of obligated projects that received federal funding during 
the 2016 fiscal year (October 1, 2015 - September 30, 2016). 

Background
WATS is an association of local governments, transit agencies, and educational institutions promoting 
regional transportation issues through cooperative action. WATS continually monitors the condition 
of the county’s transportation system, including roads, bicycle and pedestrian paths, bridges, and 
public transit. WATS collaboratively develops a regional transportation vision, known as the Long 
Range Transportation Plan, that guides transportation policy decisions and investments for the 
county.  This plan spans a twenty-five year planning horizon. WATS implements this vision in the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which lists transportation projects with funding identified 
over the next four years.  

WATS guides the expenditure of state and federal transportation funds in Washtenaw County through 
a committee process. The agency represents the perspectives of its local government members, 
facilitates continuous opportunities for public participation and coordinates  planning efforts with the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), the Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
as well as other environmental and cultural entities.

Source: Washtenaw County 
Road Commission
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Letter from the Director

As stewards of public funds, strategic investment has always been a goal for regional transportation 
planning agencies.  In 2016, voters approved a four-year countywide millage, which will infuse more 
than $7 million dollars per year into the transportation system.  While that funding will help slow the 
decline of transportation infrastructure, needs will continue to greatly exceed resources.  Furthermore, 
the rejection of the proposed Regional Transit Authority (RTA) millage by the four-county RTA region, 
puts significant transit improvements proposed in the RTA Master Plan on hold.

Transportation funding shortfalls are not new.  WATS continues to strengthen the connection between 
the projects funded, and the impact on the region’s goals.  Performance measures from the federal 
government require continuation of the strong coordination between MDOT, SEMCOG, and WATS 
to identify targets.  However, beyond the required federal performance measures, local measures 
and targets help us better understand the impact of transportation investment on the things we value 
most.

More than $111 million was obligated for projects in Washtenaw County in 2016. As we look to the 
future, WATS will continue work to strengthen the evaluation of transportation improvements as part 
of our efforts to improve the safety and quality of life for residents and visitors. 

Ryan Buck
Director
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Region Highlights - J. Thomas Bruff

After emerging from the economic downturn of 
the 2000s, Southeast Michigan’s economy  has 
picked up and stabilized, recently completing 
six consecutive years of employment growth in 
2016, and the unemployment rate has plunged 
by more than 8 percentage points. 
 
Economic Development
According to our economic and demographic 
outlook for the region through 2045, growth 
will be sustained at a moderate pace for the 
region’s population and labor market over the 
next 30 years. There are challenges on the 
horizon, not the least of which is the prospect 
for labor shortages – particularly workers with 
skills that mesh with the evolving knowledge- 
and information-based economy. Accelerating 
growth in the over-65 population and relatively 
low in-migration rates for young adults will put a 
cap on the region’s ability to expand.

It is particularly critical for the region to step up 
its investment in its human capital, and given the 
local economy’s vulnerability to the vagaries of 
the auto industry, it is also important to seek out 
greater economic diversification into areas that 
show promise for future growth and prosperity. 
The region has the assets, the wherewithal, and 
the motivation to get there.  A major driver of 
economic growth is an effective transportation 
system.

Transportation and Infrastructure
A successful transportation system is one that 
provides a range of options – drive, bike, walk, 
and mass transit. In 2016, with the support 
of our local communities and organizations 
like WATS, SEMCOG was able to obligate 
over 358 projects totaling approximately $1 
billion dollars. However, results from this year’s 
pavement evaluation show that roads rated in 
“poor” condition grew by nearly 10%.

These roads are now considered beyond 
repair and must be reconstructed. Other aging 
infrastructure, specifically underground utilities, 
has also become a great concern, especially in 
light of the drinking water issues in Flint and the 
sewer sinkhole in Fraser. 

As a result, Governor Snyder selected SEMCOG 
to lead a comprehensive infrastructure 
management pilot project. This project will result 
in recommendations for creating a statewide 
infrastructure asset management system. Putting 
the various components of our infrastructure into 
one database will make it possible to map them, 
showing where investment can be leveraged 
with the greatest impact.
 
Long Range Transportation Plan
Finally, in the coming year, SEMCOG will continue 
implementing the vision of the Regional Long 
Range Transportation Plan, by:

• Adopting policies and strategies relating 
to the region’s water resources, and will 
ultimately produce a new Water Resources 
Plan for Southeast Michigan;

• Implementing policies that will connect 
people to the places they need to go (Access 
to Core Services) and do so safely through 
implementation of a new regional Traffic 
Safety Plan;

• Implementing an economic development 
strategy that provides a roadmap to our 
region’s economic vitality and stresses 
prosperity through partnering;

• Continuing to assist the RTA in their efforts 
to improve transit in the region despite the 
disappointing result in the November 2016 
elections (a failed regional transit tax).
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Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program in Washtenaw County
WATS is extremely proud of the partnership the agency cultivates with its local officials.  In 2016, 
WATS purchased three permanent pedestrian and bicycle counters. The counters were installed in 
the City of Dexter and Pittsfield Township. To date the three counters have counted over 84,000 
pedestrian passes and over 39,000 cycling passes. This is part of a larger ongoing effort to provide 
communities with data for pedestrians and cyclists using the non-motorized system around the 
county. These numbers were collected from July 1, 2016 - March 31, 2017.

Pittsfield Township

Pedestrians 15,219

Cyclists 12,144

City of Dexter - Firestation

Pedestrians 99,744

Cyclists 27,374

City of Dexter - DPW

Pedestrians 7,872

Cyclists 6,209

Source: City of Dexter
Top - DPW counter connection to Huron River Drive
Bottom - Firestation at Mill Creek Trail

Source: Pittsfield Township on the Lohr Textile Greenway

WATS 2016 Highlights
Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program
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WATS has partnered with the City of Ann Arbor for several years to manually collect pedestrian and 
bicycle count data. WATS also issues an annual call to request non-motorized traffic counts. In 2016 
with the help of City of Ann Arbor staff, 13 locations were counted. Based upon the location of the 
count, 1-2 staff may be utilized. The count times:

• Morning 7:45am - 9:15am
• Noon 11:45am - 1:14pm
• Evening 5:00pm - 6:30pm

Count 
Location Jurisdiction

Total 
Bikes 
AM

Total 
Bikes 
Noon

Total 
Bikes 
PM

Total 
Peds 
AM

Total 
Peds 
Noon

Total 
Peds 
PM

Packard @ Platt City of Ann 
Arbor 42 12 88 60 113 52

Packard @ 
State

City of Ann 
Arbor 192 120 162 487 686 641

Stone School 
@ Ellsworth

City of Ann 
Arbor 31 21 53 19 31 19

Murfin @ 
Plymouth

City of Ann 
Arbor 61 50 92 78 202 161

5th @ Liberty City of Ann 
Arbor 83 94 123 724 1926 1705

Jackson @ 
Huron

City of Ann 
Arbor 37 20 26 39 19 38

Dexter Ann 
Arbor Rd

City of Ann 
Arbor X X X 10 7 6

Packard @ 
Division City of Ypsilanti 72 57 111 263 311 382

Stadium @ 
Pauline City of Ypsilanti 23 40 20 56 40 38

Leforge @ 
Huron City of Ypsilanti 4 5 4 99 167 154

Huron @ 
Oakwood City of Ypsilanti 0 2 3 70 99 82

Lowell @ Jarvis City of Ypsilanti 5 1 6 66 136 71

Lowell @ St. 
John City of Ypsilanti 4 0 6 26 49 9

WATS 2016 Highlights
Pedestrian and Bicycle Count Program
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Federal and State regulations require that a 
Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Plan 
be developed and updated to ensure efficient 
and effective coordination of public transit and 
human services providers’ resources and to find 
new strategies to address unmet needs and 
gaps in service. The coordinated plan serves as 
a guideline for successful grant applications in an 
effort to maintain existing service and help meet 
unmet needs.

Within Washtenaw County the demand for 
public transportation and the requirements of 
riders with special needs, has increased and 
will continue to do so. This can be attributed 
to our ability to live longer and increased 
independence for individuals with disabilities 
through the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA); and stricter work requirements for welfare 
recipients. 

WATS 2016 Highlights
Coordinate Transit and Human Service Plan

Access to affordable and dependable 
transportation, especially within rural areas of 
Washtenaw County, continues to be a barrier to 
employment, health care, and other important 
services among these target populations.

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) guidance 
defines a coordinated public transit-human 
service transportation plan as one that identifies:

• The transportation needs of individuals with 
disabilities, 

• Older adults, and
• People with low-incomes

The plan provides strategies for meeting those 
local needs; and prioritizes transportation 
services for funding and implementation.  

The map above highlights access to jobs by transit in the urban area. The universities, hospital systems, 
and automotive companies represents the largest employers. Within commuting distance of Ann Arbor (45 
miles), there are more than 200,000 jobs.
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WATS 2016 Highlights
2040 Long Range Transportation Plan

WATS is performing an interim update to the 
2040 Long Range Transportation Plan.  While 
this update largely reaffirms existing investment 
policies, several new and exciting sections are 
proposed for addition, as well as minor updates 
that have occurred since the Plan’s 2013 
adoption. The new sections focus on: 
• Target Setting
• Driverless and Connected Vehicles
• Washtenaw County Equity Initiatives and 

Environmental Justice review.

Target Setting
In 2015, the WATS Policy Committee adopted 
Performance Measures that would track the 
county’s progress reaching goals identified in 
the Long Range Transportation Plan. Specific 
targets identified are meant to be realistic and 
achievable, rather than only aspirational. 

In general, target achievement should be 
evaluated every five years. The next evaluation 
period for the performance measures is 2020, 
however, WATS will update progress towards 
targets annually.  The data will be accessible to 
the public on the WATS Data Dashboard, which 
can be found at: miwats.org/data-dashboard

Driverless and Connected Vehicles
Significant advances in driverless (automated) 
and connected (safety and navigation) vehicles 
have emerged in recent years and are in the 
early stages of being brought to market. The 
advances in new automotive technology are 
accompanied by emerging trends in auto 
ownership models and significantly more transit 
service. 

New auto ownership trends feature a transition 
to shared use of vehicles and trips (Zip Car, 
Uber, etc.) that free travelers from the peripheral 
burdens of ownership and, if continued, have 
the potential to work in tandem with transit 
service to redefine/reduce the requirements of 
transportation infrastructure. 

Also significant for Washtenaw County are the 
driverless and connected vehicle testing facilities 
located within the county.  The University of 
Michigan Transportation Research Institute’s 
(UMTRI) M-City and American Center for Mobility 
(ACM) both work with auto manufacturers and 
feature testing facilities within the county. 

Equity Representation within WATS
The WATS Technical Committee composition 
features special interest representatives that serve 
to provide a richer discussion of the Committee’s 
business. There are currently five special interest 
seats:
1. Seniors
2. Disability Community
3. Environmental
4. Non-motorized
5. Freight
There is no seat on the Committee that 
is charged with representing how a more 
equitable Washtenaw can be achieved through 
the Committee’s recommendations to the 
Policy Committee. To this end the Technical 
Committee took action to recommend an Equity 
Representative seat, which received unanimous 
support.

Identification of Protected Populations
WATS has revised its definition of its 
Environmental Justice Area to be a better 
indicator of potential Environmental Justice 
issues and to follow best practices recommended 
by the EPA. The updated measure ranks Census 
Tracts by the combined average of percent 
minority and percent low income residents 
within each tract (% Minority +% Low Income).  
The EJ area is the area defined by the 80th 
Percentile of tracts.  WATS will also monitor 
project impacts to neighborhoods at the 90th 
and/or 95th percentiles.  The updated EJ area 
more accurately defines areas of Environmental 
Justice concern, and accounts for the high 
numbers of students and well educated 
immigrants at the county’s universities. 
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WATS 2016 Highlights
2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program
The Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) is the project programing document for 
federally funded and regionally significant 
projects.  WATS administers the Surface 
Transportation Program projects (STP) and 
National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) 
funds in Washtenaw County and programs the 
funds in the TIP. For the development of the 
TIP, agencies applied for funding using WATS 
TIP application, which emphasized project’s 
impacts on safety, maintenance, non-motorized 
and transit investment.  

The TIP was approved in April 2016 with a 
total investment of $195 million. This amount 
includes $18.0 million of Washtenaw STP-Urban 
and $1.5 million of NHPP funds, $2.9 million of 
STP-Rural funding, and $558,468 worth of State 
TEDF-Category D funds. Various other funding 
sources are included in the TIP such as Bridge, 
Safety, CMAQ and TAP awards, as well as 
MDOT investment in Washtenaw County.  The 
investment grows over the life of the TIP

with yearly awards being added through regular 
amendment opportunities. 

The 2017-2020 funding cycle received more 
requests for federal funding than is available.
• Urban Area Funds:  $12.5 million Deficit 
• Rural Area STP Funds: $700,000 Deficit 
• Rural Area State D Funds:  $304,000 Deficit 

The draft TIP was posted on the WATS website 
and shared through social media.  WATS also 
held a series of public engagement open house 
meetings in the Cities of Ann Arbor and  Dexter, 
and Pittsfield and Ypsilanti Townships, along 
with a brief survey, and direct mailings to solicit 
attention and feedback. The campaign garnered 
over 600 Facebook views, and over 1,000 views 
on Twitter. 

TIP highlights include significant standalone 
non-motorized investment in Ann Arbor, fully 
funding the Harris Rd. reconstruction project, 
and an agreement to partially fund and pursue 
complementary CMAQ funding for the Baker 
Rd. roundabouts.  
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WATS 2016 Highlights
WATS Recognized by Peers

The Michigan Transportation Planning Association is a 
voluntary association of public organizations and agencies 
which are responsible for the administration of transportation 
planning throughout Michigan. The Association dedicates 
itself to professional development and the improvement of 
transportation planning.

Junior Planner of the Year Awarded to Mark 
Ferrall
The Junior Planner of the year award is a peer 

nominated award, that 
recognizes the skills 
and efforts of planners 
with under 10 years 
of professional work 
experience.  

Those that nominated 
Mark noted how he continuously improves his 
skill set and knowledge base, allowing him to 
add value and clarity to many of the projects 
he takes on. His research into and application 
of state-of-the-art computer mapping tools 
resulted in an engaging new look and level of 
functionality to WATS maps, city and county 
nonmotorized maps, and serves as a model 
for partner agencies that he has assisted with 
integrating similar new tools. 

Mark’s involvement in a project is noted by a 
streamlined, pragmatic approach to resolving 
the affair at hand. He keeps other participants 
from wandering too far off topic, and makes sure 
that an equitable resolution is always achieved 
even if the approach or scope of his efforts 
change. 

Mark is a valuable member of the WATS team 
and the agency could not be more proud of his 
accomplishments.

MTPA Best Practice Award 
WATS was recognized by the Michigan 
Transportation Planning Association (MTPA) 
for the development of the agency’s data 
dashboard. The Best Practice Award is given to 
a TMA or MPO who has advanced the agency 
as a whole using creative and imaginative 
techniques. 

In 2015, WATS completed its efforts to develop 
a set of goal-driven transportation performance 
measures for Washtenaw County. WATS defined 
its vision of progress before FHWA rules were 
published, when it would be easy to allow 
the minimum requirement to define the goal.  
Instead, FHWA requirements are a value-add to 
WATS’ in-house measures.

Framed around the goals of the Long Range 
Plan, WATS performance measures codify the 
values of Safety and Security, Accessibility and 
Mobility, Investing Strategically, Protecting the 
Environment, Engaging the Public, and Linking 
Transportation to Land Use with measurable 
benchmarks where real progress is possible.  
WATS developed a data dashboard where 
progress on performance will be tracked.  
While in the process of establishing targets, the 
dashboard currently provides benchmarks on 
which progress can be measured. 

Now, elements of these performance measures 
are being incorporated into all of WATS other 
documents as a way to frame issues and 
define progress.  Notably, WATS STP funding 
application was overhauled to directly tie TIP 
development to the goals of the Long Range 
Plan.  



14

2016 Obligated Projects

In December 2015, President Obama signed 
the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act 
(FAST Act), the first federal law in over a decade 
to provide long-term funding certainty for 
surface transportation infrastructure planning 
and investment. The FAST Act authorizes $305 
billion over fiscal years 2016 - 2020. By receiving 
federal funds, WATS must publish a list of 
federally funded transportation improvements 
approved for funding in the previous federal 
fiscal year, October 1, 2015 to September 30, 
2016.  

Investments such as improvements for roads, 
highways, bridges, transit, bicycle transportation, 
and pedestrian walkways must all be reported.  
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
defines obligation as the federal government’s 
legal commitment to pay or reimburse the 
project’s federal share of eligible costs.   WATS 
would like members of the public to better 
understand the funds that are captured and 
invested in the county.  This report reflects 
the commitment by WATS to make data and 
publications more accessible, easier to read and 
understand.

Transportation Planning has its own terminology.  
WATS has created a webpage that calls out the 
various terms and definitions that are helpful in 
furthering one’s understanding of transportation 
planning.  You can find these terms at www.
miwats.org/whatswats.

The project planning and funding process 
for roads/highways and transit have many 
similarities but also have some differences. 
The main similarity is the importance of 
project planning that takes place with the 
development of the Long Range Transportation 
Plan (LRP), which outlines the vision for the 
region over a 20-year planning horizon.  In 
addition, all projects that are to be funded with 
federal transportation dollars are listed in the 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  
This 4-year listing of transportation projects in 
Washtenaw County lists all federally funded 
and locally funded projects.  The chart on page 
14 illustrate the process highway projects go 
through from programming to implementation.

Source: Washtenaw County Road Commission
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Roads and Highways

1) Long Range Plan

7) Request Reimbursement

6) Project Expenditures

5) Contract Award

4) Project Bid

3) Project Obligation

2) TIP

8) Project Closeout

Planning Phases of a Federal Project

There are many steps to creating and completing 
a federally funded project. WATS has created the 
illustration to the right, to help you understand the 
steps from planning to construction of road and 
highway projects.

Project Phases

There are many steps that an agency takes to get a 
project done and within this report we note some of 
the various phases of projects. When a project does 
not have a specific phase noted it is for Construction 
of the project (CON). The other phases of work that 
are noted in this document include:

EPE - Early Preliminary Engineering (designing project)
PE - Preliminary Engineering (designing project)
SUB - A subphase of another project
ROW - Right of Way (acquiring land)
CON - Construction (building of the project)

14
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FUNDING SUMMARY
In 2016, Washtenaw County received funding from eight different federal sources to construct 
transportation improvements.  This report breaks down each of those federal sources. Each program 
includes a brief description and a listing of the individual projects funded.  As noted in the table, the 
largest investment in Washtenaw County’s transportation network will be made by MDOT at 90%. 
This can be attributed to the extensive work taking place on US 23 at over $80 million dollars.

Roads and Highways

Roads Funding
 Source

Total Funds
 Programmed 

% of Road Program by 
Fund Category

STP Urban $4,439,463 4.0%

NHPP $394,348 0.36%

Highway Safety $1,252,546 1.13%

Bridge $228,818 0.21%

STP Rural $739,830 0.67%

TEDF - Category D $246,274 0.22%

CMAQ $1,812,000 1.63%

TAP $626,444 0.56%

Small Urban - -

MDOT $101,343,608 91.23%

Total Funds $111,538,331 100%
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  - 
STU
The Surface Transportation Program for 
populations over 200,000 (STU) provides 
flexible funding that may be used by States 
and localities for projects to preserve and 
improve the conditions and performance on any 
Federal-aid highway, bridge and tunnel projects 
on any public road, pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure, and transit capital projects, 
including intercity bus terminals.  

Surface Transportation Program - Urban

Eligible activities include : Construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, 
restoration, preservation, or operational 
improvements for highways.

Job 
Number Project Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount

130521 Textile Rd. Ann Arbor-Saline 
Rd to Maple WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $499,888

129644 Ann Arbor-Saline 
Rd. At Textile WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $535,267

130451 McGregor/
Geddes Rd.

Geddes to 
Superior WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $263,868

130522 Huron/Whittaker 
Rd

Stony Creek to 
I-94 WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $586,690

129298 Prospect Rd. Holmes to 
Geddes WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $286,297

127198 Stadium Dr. W. of Main St. E. 
of Kipke Ann Arbor Reconstruction $1,374,261

122652 Stone School 
Rd. I-94 to Ellsworth Ann Arbor Non-Motorized $200,000

131259 Stone School 
Rd.

Birch Hollow Dr. 
to Packard WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance $121,849

126926 Adams Rd. Pearl to Cross Ypsilanti Preventative 
Maintenance $323,916

127798 Merritt Rd. At Whittaker WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance $69,769

131825 Harris Rd. Michigan Ave. to 
Holmes WCRC Preliminary 

Engineering $163,700

123008 Fuller Rd. Over Norfolks 
Southern RR Ann Arbor Bridge repair 

work $13,960

Total $4,439,463
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NATIONAL HIGWAY PERFORMANCE 
PROGRAM NHPP
The NHPP provides support for the condition and 
performance of the National Highway System 
(NHS), for the construction of new facilities on the 
NHS, and to ensure that investments of Federal-
aid funds in highway construction are directed 
to support progress toward the achievement 
of performance targets established in a State’s 
asset management plan for the NHS.

National Highway Performance Program

Job 
Number

Project 
Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
127198 Stadium Dr. W. of Main E. 

of Kipke
Ann Arbor Reconstruction $394,348

Total $394,348

Eligible activities include: Construction, 
reconstruction, resurfacing, restoration, 
rehabilitation, preservation, or operational 
improvement of segments of the National 
Highway System.  

Source: MLive
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Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality

CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR 
QUALITY (CMAQ)
The CMAQ program helps meet the requirements 
of the Clean Air Act. Funding is available to 
reduce congestion and improve air quality for 
areas that do not meet the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, 
or particulate matter (nonattainment areas) and 
for former nonattainment areas that are now in 
compliance (maintenance areas). 

Eligible activities include: Traffic monitoring, 
signal upgrades to improve traffic flow, and 
non-motorized transportation facilities.

Job 
Number

Project 
Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
124917 Scio Church 

Rd
At Wagner WCRC Roundabout $703,600

124936 Plymouth Rd. Earhart Rd. to 
Ford Rd.

WCRC Signal 
Interconnect

$275,000

124989 Scio Church 
Rd. and 
Seventh

Maple Rd. to 
Miller Rd.

Ann Arbor Traffic Signal 
Control System

$833,400

Total $1,812,000
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BRIDGE FUNDS (BRO AND BHT)
The Surface Transportation Program provides 
funding for bridges that are monitored at the 
state level, funding is applied for and awarded 
at the state level.

Eligible activities include: Preventative 
maintenance on bridges and the replacement 
of bridges.

Bridge Program

Job 
Number

Project 
Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
123003 Jerusalem Rd. Over Mill 

Creek
WCRC Preventative 

Maintenance
$65,771

123004 Maple Rd. Over Saline 
River

WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$163,047

Total $228,818

Source: Washtenaw County Road Commission
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Surface Transportation Rural Funds (STUL) 
STUL provides flexible funding for populations 
under 200,000 that may be used by States and 
localities for projects to preserve and improve 
the conditions and performance on any 
Federal-aid highway, bridge and tunnel projects 
on any public road, pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure, and transit capital projects, 
including intercity bus terminals.  

Rural Funding
Eligible activities include: Construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, 
restoration, preservation, or operational 
improvements for highways.

Job 
Number Project Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
130342 Island Lake Rd. 

and Dennison 
Rd.

Dexter-Townhall Rd. to 
Wylie Rd. and Hack rd. 

to Mooreville Rd.

WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$411,238

130344 Old US-12, 
Plymouth, 

Whitmore Lake 
Rd.

Sylvan Rd. to Pierce WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$218,835

130343 Rawsonville Rd. Willow to Tallady WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$109,757

Total $739,830

Job 
Number Project Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
130342 Island Lake Rd. 

and Dennison 
Rd.

Dexter-Townhall 
Rd. to Wylie Rd. 
and Hack rd. to 
Mooreville Rd.

WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$0

130344 Old US-12, 
Plymouth, 

Whitmore Lake 
Rd.

Sylvan Rd. to Pierce WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$218,835

130343 Rawsonville Rd. Willow to Tallady WCRC Preventative 
Maintenance

$27,439

Total $246,274

Transportation Economic Development - 
Category D (TEDF -D)
The TEDF - D Funds, provide funding for 
transportation projects which: complement 
the existing state trunkline system with 
improvements on connecting local routes that 
have high commercial traffic and that seek to 
minimize disruptions that result from seasonal 
load restrictions.

Eligible activities include: Construction, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, resurfacing, 
restoration, or preservation of eligible all season 
roadways.
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Safety Program

SAFETY (STH, STG, HSIP, STR)
Federal funds for the Local Safety Program are 
to be used for highway safety improvements on 
the local roadway system. All locally controlled 
roadways, regardless of National Functional 
Classification, are eligible for the Local Safety 
Program. These funds may be used to carry 
out any highway safety improvement project 
on any public road or publicly owned bicycle 
or pedestrian pathway or trail; any project to 

Job 
Number Project Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
123796 S. Prospect St. Prospect Rd. at 

US 12
Ypsilanti Upgrade signal 

backplates
$151,937

127421 Geddes Rd. Near Windy Crest 
Dr.

Ann Arbor Guardrail and 
shoulder work

$77,522

127422 W. Stadium 
Blvd.

West Stadium 
Blvd at 3 locations

Ann Arbor Install ped 
beacons at 
crosswalk

$27,360

127423 Countywide 91 locations 
countywide

WCRC Signal backplate 
upgrade

$211,220

127424 Countywide 9 locations WCRC Guardrail 
upgrade

$184,507

127425 Willis Rd. at Lincoln High 
School

WCRC Replace culvert, 
realign driveway

$600,000

Total $1,252,546

Eligible activies include: Improving 
intersections, installing center turn lanes, 
construction of non-motorized pathways, 
pedestrian facilities to improve safe movement 
of pedestrians.
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Eligible activities include: Construction, 
planning, and design of on-road and off-road 
trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
other non-motorized forms of transportation, 
infrastructure-related projects and systems that 
will provide safe routes for non-drivers, including 
children, older adults, and individuals with 
disabilities to access daily needs, conversion and 
use of abandoned railroad corridors for trails for 
pedestrians, bicyclists, or other nonmotorized 
transportation users.

Transportation Alternatives Program

NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION AND 
TRAILS (TA, TAU, and SRSI)
MAP-21 establishes a new program to provide 
for a variety of alternative transportation 
projects, including many that were previously 
eligible activities under separately funded 
programs. TAP replaces the funding from pre-
MAP-21 programs including Transportation 
Enhancements, Recreational Trails, and Safe 
Routes to School, wrapping them into a single 
funding source.

Job 
Number

Project 
Name Limits Agency Work Type Obligation 

Amount
126288 Border to 

Border Trail
Riverside Park to 

Rivers Edge
WCRC Non-Motorized $178,944

126283 Gallup Park 
Trail

Dixboro to 
Huron Parkway

Ann Arbor Non-Motorized $447,500

Total $626,444

Source: SEMCOG
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MDOT Investments - M-17 and M-52

Job 
Number Project Name Limits Fund 

Sources Work Type Obligation 
Amount

129424 M-17 (Ecorse) PE Rosewood Ave 
walkover M-17

ST Bridge 
demolition

$6,548

129424 M-17 (Ecorse) 
SUB

Rosewood Ave 
walkover M-17

ST Bridge 
demolition

$18,007

129424 M-17 (Ecorse) 
CON

Rosewood Ave 
walkover M-17

ST Bridge 
demolition

$90,671

124046 M-52 
(ROW)

At Werkner Rd. HSIP Construct 
roundabout

$18,000

124046 M-52
(CON)

At Werkner Rd. HSIP Construct 
roundabout

$1,063,555

126998 M-52 At Middle St. ST Traffic 
operations/

safety

$2,967

Total $1,084,522

Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT)
MDOT utilizes a variety of funding sources to 
provide all the necessary funding for projects. 
Many of the funding sources will be the same as 
funding that agencies throughout Washtenaw 
County. We have provided a brief description of 
the new funding codes that MDOT projects use 
in the following pages. 

Funding Code Descriptions

NHS - National Highway System MDOT Safety 
Program
HSIP - Highway Safety Improvement Program
ST - Surface Transportation Program Any Area
IM - Interstate Maintenance

Source: Huron Waterloo Pathways
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MDOT Investments - US-23

Job 
Number

Project 
Name Limits Fund Sources Work Type Obligation 

Amount
129152 US-23 M-14 to I-96 NHS, CMAQ, ST Misc $57,295

125465 US-23 M-14 to Silver Lake 
Rd.

NHS, CMAQ, ST Resurface $4,944,644

124991 US-23 Joy Rd and Warren 
Rd. bridges

NHS, CMAQ, ST Bridge 
restore and 

rehab

$636,947

118461 US-23 3 bridges on US-23 NHS, CMAQ, ST Bridge 
replacement

$11,860,340

123268 US-23 M-14 to M-36 NHS, CMAQ, ST Misc $42,660,366

122201 US-23 M-14 to M-36 NHS, CMAQ, ST Misc $16,097,958

115398 US-23 At Six Mile Rd, 
Barker Rd and M-36

NHS, CMAQ, ST Extend ramp 
acceleration 

tapers

$1,947967

125745 US-23 Bridges over Barker 
Rd, MDOT RR and 

culvert

NHS, CMAQ, ST 2 replace 
3 rehab, 
widening

$9,965,791

Total $88,171,308

Source: MDOT

MDOT is investing over $80 million dollars in upgrades to US 23 that include replacing the bridges at 8 Mile 
Rd, 6 Mile Rd, and N. Territorial Rd; repairing pavement and adding a Flex Route system to manage peak-
hour traffic congestion. 
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MDOT Investments - US 12 and I-94
Job 

Number
Project 
Name Limits Fund 

Sources Work Type Obligation 
Amount

84004 US-12 Bridge over Saline 
Rd to Maple Rd.

NHS Reconstruct $8,606,070

127781 US-12 Bridge over Saline 
Rd to Maple Rd.

TAP Streetscaping $503,939

111437 US-12 WB At Willow Run Plant 
Entrance

ST Reconstruct 
pump station

$2,351,988

129583 I-94 EB Washtenaw/Jackson 
county line to M-14

IM Consultant 
road scoping

$486,000

130869 I-94 at Huron Ave/
Whittaker St. 
interchange

ST Consultant 
bridge 

scoping

$24,555

Total $11,972,552

Source: Borer Family Chiropractic, Saline, MI
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TRANSIT
This part of the report outlines Federal Transit 
Adminsitration investments which help fund the 
purchase and operation of public transportation 
and other programs.  Individual funding 
categories are discussed including a list of 
projects that received the funds.

Transit funds are received at the end of the fiscal 
year and the recipient has 2-3 years to spend 
those funds.  In FY 2016, funds received totaled 
$7,706,000 (including CMAQ funds).  

There is a direct allocation of funds  to TheRide 
(AAATA) from the Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) who is the direct recipent of transit funds 
in the region.  There are also funds managed 
by MDOT that are competitively awarded to 
agencies across the state.  In addition to direct 
recipients, many agencies within Washtenaw 
County are eligible to receive these funds 
indirectly.  Other public transposrtation providers 
include  Western Washtenaw Area Value Express 
(WWAVE) and People’s Express (PEX).

Three different federal transit funding sources 
are detailed.  Within each funding source, 
individual project details are provided. 

2) Federal Funding 
Allocation from Congress

4)Transportation 
Improvement Program

3) Long Range Plan

5) Grant Applications

6) Project Grant Award

8) Billings

7) Procurement

9) Project Progress Reports

1) Project Programming

10) Project Close out

Transit

Transit Funding Source Total Funds Programmed % of Transit Program by 
Fund Category

5307 $5,957,000 77.3%

5311 $441,000 5.7%

CMAQ $1,308,000 17%

Total Funds $7,706,000 100%
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TRANSIT 5307 
5307 This program provides grants to Urbanized 
Areas (UZA) for public transportation capital, 
planning, job access and reverse commute 
projects, as well as operating expenses in 
certain circumstances. These funds constitute 
a core investment in the enhancement and 
revitalization of public transportation systems in 
the nation’s urbanized areas, which depend on 
public transportation to improve mobility and 
reduce congestion.

Eligible Activities: Transit planning, preventative 
maintenance, and operations assistance.

Note grant approval project to be carried out 
over 2-3 years.

Transit 5307

TIP ID Project Name Primary Work Type Agency Obligation 
Amount

20673 Passenger area 
facilities

Make improvements to 
passenger boarding areas

AAATA $80,000

22350 Support vehicles Non-revenue vehicles AAATA $64,000

20675 Capital Capital costs of 
contracting

AAATA $120,000

20680 Equipment Transit computer 
hardware and software

AAATA $120,000

21356 Onbaord systems 
and equipment

Replace fixed route 
advanced operating 

system

AAATA $1,200,000

20676 Operating 
assistance

Urban transit service AAATA $2,400,000

20678 Preventative 
maintenance

Transit preventative 
maintenance

AAATA $880,000

20682 Buses Purchase vans AAATA $501,000

20674 Transit capital Bus components and 
maintenance equipment

AAATA $228,000

20677 Transit planning Unified planning work 
program

AAATA $364,000

Total $5,957,000
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TRANSIT 5311
5311 - Provides funding to States for the purpose 
of supporting public transportation in rural areas 
with population of less than 50,000. 

Eligible activites: Rural transit operations, 
mobility manager, office equipment.

TIP ID Project Name Primary Work Type Agency Obligation 
Amount

20650 Mobility 
mangement 

Mobility management WWAVE $48,000

20679 Community 
connector

Weekend service WWAVE $19,000

10538 Operating 
Assistance

Transit operating - rural AAATA $374,000

Total $441,000

Transit 5311
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CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR 
QUALITY (CMAQ)
The CMAQ program helps meet the requirements 
of the Clean Air Act. Funding is available to 
reduce congestion and improve air quality for 
areas that do not meet the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, 
or particulate matter (nonattainment areas) and 
for former nonattainment areas that are now in 
compliance (maintenance areas).

Eligible activities include: Operating assistance 
for new transit services, improved public 
transit, shared ride services, alternative fuels, 
transit vehicle acquisitions, construction of new 
facilities, improvments to facilities that increase 
transit capacity. 

TIP ID Project Name Primary Work Type Agency Obligation 
Amount

12559 Outreach and 
Rideshare

Outreach and marketing to 
increase use of alternatives to 

SOV travel

AAATA $455,00

10536 Outreach and 
Rideshare

Outreach and marketing to 
increase use of alternatives to 

SOV travel

AAATA $414,000

12568 Breathe Easy 
Route

Transit service along US 23 
in Washtenaw and Living 

Counties

PEX $96,000

12639 Bus purchase Purchase transit vehicle AAATA $343,000

Total $1,308,000

Source: MLive

Transit CMAQ
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The Washtenaw Area Transportation Study (WATS) financed the preparation of this document through 
grants from the U.S. Department of Transportation in cooperation with the Michigan Department 
of Transportation and contributions from local government, public transit, and educational unit 
members of the Washtenaw Area Transportation Study. The views and opinions expressed herein do 
not necessarily state or reflect those of the 
U. S. Department of Transportation.


